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CLAIMS: 



Cancel all claims of record and substitute new claims 47 to 74 as follows: 



47. A support stand comprising 

a. a continuous ground engaging flat base of predetermined shape and thickness, 

b. a plurality of slotted vertical support members each having an upright portion and a 
base portion, said support members communicating with said continuous ground- 
engaging flat base, with said upright portion of each said vertical support member 
having a flat planar surface, and said upright portion bei^g of sufficient height to hold 
a flat plane display item in a vertical position without tipping over, 
a means of slidably connecting said vertical support members to said ground 
engaging flat base, 

a means of slidably adji sting the location of said vertical support members on said 
base, relative to one another, such that the distance between said vertical support 
members is infinitely vaiable from complete closure to t^maximum possible 
distance, with said upright potion of each said vertietffsupport member remaining 



c. 



perpendicular ti 
a means of affixing said 
ground-engaging flat bas 
of the displai 
being held, akd without 
such that a desr 



taient and, 

vertical support'members in a given location on said 
withouUne use of tools, without depending on the weight 
thout applying compressive force against the item 
said ground engaging flat base from the ground, 
is thereby created between said vertical support 



members, whereby a flat plane display item of varying thickness and weight can be 
placed into said aperture created between said vertical support members, such that 
said display item is held p srpendicularly to said ground-engaging flat base, and such 
that said display item is held with minimal pressure or friction to prevent marring or 
damage to said display item. 



48. The support stand of clain 



47 wherein said continuous ground engaging flat base has 



App Number 08/992,504 (Holland et aL) 



GAU3632 Amendment B, contd. 11 



an elongated rectangular Shape. 

49. The support stand of claim ]ft7 wherein said continuous ground engaging flat base is 
made of metal. 



50. The support stand of claim 49 wherein said continuous ground engaging flat base 
is made of metal and coatedjwith a rust-resistant plating material. 



51. The support stand of claim 47 
L-shape, and wherein said 
member is flat and continuous 



wherein said slotted vertical support members have an 
bottpm portion of each said slotted vertical support 



52. The support stand of claim 51 wherein said slotted vertical support members 
having an L-shape shall communicate with said continuous ground engaging flat 
base along said flat and continuous bottom portion of said L-shape. 



53. The support 
having an 
portion o: 




wherein said slotted vertical supportjnemDers 
a guide slot in said flat an£<tf>rtinuous bottom 



54. The support stan 1 of claim 53wKerein said continuous ground engaging 
flat bVse shall hqfve on§^fmore fixed guide pins, such that said guide slot 
Sntinuous bottom portion of said L-shaped vertical 
may be placed over said fixed guide pins, enabling said 



in said 
support membei 



said continuous 



L-shaped vertic il support member to slide across a predetermined area on 



ground engaging flat base. 



55. The suppor : stand of claim 54 wherein at least one of said fixed guide 
is threaded. 



pms 
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56. The support stand of claim 55 wherein each said threaded fixed 
guide pin is threadedly mated wita an oppositely threaded 
tri-spoked manual adjusting knobf of sufficient diameter to be 
easily hand-tightened down on said fixed threaded guide pin 
compressing said flat and continuous bottom portion of said L- 
shaped vertical support member against said continuous ground 
engaging flat base, such that said L-shaped vertical support 
member will be fixed in a specific location on said continuous 
ground engaging flat base vyithout the use of tools, and without 
inverting the support stanc 

57. The support stand of claim 47 wherein oner or more of said plurality of vertical 
support members are permanently fixed in a predetermined location on said 
continuous ground-engaging flat base, such that said upright portion of each said 
fixed vertical support member remains/perpendicular to said base. 



58. The support stand of c&im 5 
is comprised of one or more sai 
permanently fhred to said con] 



liich said plurality of vertical sum 
vertical support members which are 



lembers 



faous ground engaging'flat base, and one or more 
said slidably Adjustable vertical support members which may be temporarily fixed 
in a location on said continuous ground engaging flat base selected by the user. 



59. The supfaort stand oficlaim^S* wherein said fixed and non-fixed L-shaped 
vertical support members are made of metal. 



60. The support stand of claim 59 wherein said fixed and non-fixed L-shaped 
vertical support members made of metal are coated with a rust resistant 
plating material. 



61. A support stand comprising 
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a. a continuous, ground engaging base of predetermined share and thickness, and 
having wheels for mobility, / 

b. a plurality of slotted vertical support members each having an upright portion and a 
base portion, said support members communicating wim said continuous ground- 
engaging flat base, with said upright portion of each saSd vertical support member 
having a flat planar surface, and said upright portion being of sufficient height to hold 
a flat plane display item in a vertical position without tipping over, 

c. a means of slidably connecting said vertical support members to said ground 
engaging flat base, / 

d. a means of slidably adjusting the location of said vertical support members on said 
base, relative to one another, such that the distance between said vertical support 
members is infinitely variable from complete closure to the maximum possible 
distance, with said upridrt^otion ofWhysaid vertical support member remaining 
perpendicular to s^oase at any poin df adjustment and, 

e. a means of affixing said vertical suppc»rt members in a given location on said 
ground-enga^ng flat base, without the ^yse of tools, without depending^)^ 

of the display item being held, wtfhout applying compressivp^tfrce against the item 
being held, and without removing said ground engapjngnat base from the ground, 
such that a desired aperture is fnereby created>€tween said vertical support 
members,! whereby a flat plajie displavitem of varying thickness and weight can be 
placed intoysaid aperture create^b^tween said vertical support members, such that 
said display ifeBiisJifild^fefpendicularly to said ground-engaging flat base, and such 
that said display item is/held with minimal pressure or friction to prevent marring or 
damage to said display item. 

62. The support stand^of claim 61 wherein said continuous ground engaging flat base has 
an elongated rectangular shape. 



63. The support stand of claim 61 wherein said continuous ground engaging flat base is 
made of metal. 
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64. The support stand of claim 63 wherein said continuous ground engaging flat base 
is made of metal and coated with a rust-resistant plating material. 

65. The support stand of claim 61 wherein said slotted vertical support members have an 
L-shape, and wherein said bottom portion of each said slotted vertical support 
member is flat and continuous. 

66. The support stand of claim 65 wherein said slotted vertical support members 
having an L-shape shall communicate with said continuous ground engaging flat 
base along said flat and continuous bottom portion of said L-shape. 

67. The support stand of claim 66 wherein said slotted vertical support members 
having an L- shape shall have a gujjJe^loTkp ysaid flat and continuous bottom 
portion of said L-shape. 

68. The support stand of claim 67 whereat said continuous ground eiu 

flat base shall have one or more fixed guide pins, such thfrt'Said guide slot 
in said flat and continuous bottom portion of smjU^shaped vertical 
support member may be placed over saijWixed guide pins, enabling said 
L-shaped vertical sufroort membepfo slide across a predetermined area on 
said continuous ground engaging flat base. 

69. The support stand of clainy 68 wherein at least one of said fixed guide 
pins is threaded. 

70. The support stand ofl claim 69 wherein each said threaded fixed 
guide pin is threadeflly mated with an oppositely threaded 
tri-spoked manual adjusting knob of sufficient diameter to be 
easily hand-tightened down on said fixed threaded guide pin 
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compressing said flat and continuous bottom/portion of said L- 
shaped vertical support member against saia continuous ground 
engaging flat base, such that said L-shapea vertical support 
member will be fixed in a specific location on said continuous 
ground engaging flat base without the i^se of tools, and without 
inverting the support stand. 

71. The support stand of claim 61 wherein one or more of said plurality of vertical 
support members are permanently fixed in a predetermined location on said 
continuous ground-engaging flat base, such that said upright portion of each said 
fixed vertical support member remains perpendicular to said base. 

72. The support stand of clajm 71 in whichyrafd plurality of vertical support members 
is comprised of one m more said vertical support members which are 
permanently fixedfto said continuous ground engaging flaJJaasCand one or more 
said slidably adjustable vertical support membep&'tfmch may be temporarily fixed 
in a location on said continuous ground^erigaging flat base selected by the user. 



73. The support staftd-ofdpim 72 wherein said fixed and non-fixed L-shaped 
vertical support members are made of metal. 



74. The support /tand of claim 73 wherein said fixed and non-fixed L-shaped 
vertical support members made of metal are coated with a rust resistant 
plating nraterial. 



